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The  foundation  stone  of  Jagran  Lakecity  University  is  the  pursuit  of

academic  excellence.  Excellence  in  any  work  can  be  achieved  with

utmost  dedication,  hard  work,  and  perseverance.  We,  at  JLU,  have

made  this  dictum  our  motto  " igniting  minds  and  changing  l ives"  and

our  way  of  l i fe  in  every  single  activity  on  the  campus.

Following  the  same,  the  Faculty  of  Liberal  Arts  and  Humanities  in

collaboration  with  Konrad  Adenauer  Stiftung  is  organizing  an

International  Conference  on  `Governance  and  Policy  Reforms:  An

Indo -Pacific  Perspective,  providing  a  unique  platform  for

researchers,  practit ioners  and  educators  to  present  and  discuss  the

most  recent  policies,  trends,  and  concerns  as  well  as  practical

challenges  encountered  and  solutions  adopted  in  the  f ield  of

Governance  and  Policy  Reforms.  

I  wish  the  conference  all  the  very  best  and  urge  all  participants  to

brainstorm  on  the  various  thrust  areas  of  the  conference."

Mr. Hari Mohan Gupta,
Honorable Chancellor



Jagran  Lakecity  University  is  organizing  an  important  International

Conference  with  Konrad  Adenauer  Stiftung(KAS)  on  the  theme

`Governance  and  Policy  Reforms:  An  Indo -Canadian  Perspective`

from  12  to  14  July  2021.  I  wish  this  International  Conference  all

success  and  hope  that  i ts  deliberations  will  contribute  to  enriching

the  global  insights  on  governance  practices  and  policy  reforms.  We

as  a  University  has  always  been  at  the  forefront  of  innovation  and

reform.  This  International  Conference  will  provide  a  meaningful

opportunity  for  a  dialogue  among  experts  from  both  India  and

abroad.  The  theme  of  the  conference  focus  on  contemporary  issues

and  wish  i ts  deliberations  all  success.  

Mr. Abhishek Mohan Gupta,
Pro Chancellor 



The  Konrad  Adenauer  Stiftung  is  pleased  to  co -host  the  International

Conference  on  Governance  and  Policy  Reforms:  An  Indo -Pacific

Perspective`  with  the  Jagran  Lakecity  University,  Bhopal  from  the

12thj  to  the  14th  of  July  2021.  The  Conference  has  an  impressive

line -up  of  keynote  speakers  and  paper  presentations  by

academicians,  practit ioners  and  researchers  from  across  the  world.  A

focus  on  governance  reforms  is  the  need  of  the  hour,  now  more  than

ever.  As  nations  across  the  world  deal  with  the  pandemic  caused  by

COVID  19,  governments  are  increasingly  focusing  on  meeting  the

needs  and  aspirations  of  i ts  citizens  and  creating  administrative

systems  that  are  citizen -fr iendly,  responsive  and  responsible.  I  wish

the  Conference  all  success  and  do  hope  i ts  deliberations  will

contribute  to  expanding  and  deepening  our  global  understanding  of

Governance  and  Policy  Reforms.

Mr. Peter Rimmele,
Resident Representative, 
Konrad Adenauer Stiftung, 
India



Jagran  Lakecity  University  feels  truly  privileged  to  partner  with

Konrad  Adenauer  Stiftung  in  organizing  an  International  Conference

on  `Governance  and  Policy  Reforms:  An  Indo -Pacific  Perspective` .

This  Conference  scheduled  to  be  held  from  12  to  14  July  2021,  has

some  of  the  leading  scholars  in  the  f ield  making  presentations.  An

international  perspective  is  ensured  by  having  experts  from  India,

Germany  and  Canada  being  keynote  speakers.  Paper  writers  are

drawn  from  different  regions  of  India  as  well  as  the  South  Asian

region.  My  best  wishes  to  the  Conference  and  i ts  deliberations

 

Dr. Sandeep Shastri 
Vice Chancellor 



It  gives  me  immense  pleasure  to  see  the  youngest  faculty  of  the

Jagran  Lakecity  University,  Faculty  of  Liberal  Arts  and  Humanities  is

organising  the  three  day  International  Conference  on  'Governance

and  Policy  Reforms:  An  Indo -Pacific  Perspective '  , in  collaboration

with  Konrad  Adenauer  Stiftung.  The  topic  is  in  i tself  very  emerging

and  very  suitable  to  bring  talks  on  burning  issues  of  good

governance  and  various  policy  reforms  not  only  in  India  but  across

the  entire  region  of  Asia  Pacific.  This  will  enable  some  very

wonderful  ideas  to  ponder  and  work  upon  bringing  the  researchers

into  the  mainstream  to  think,  read  and  write  more  in  this  area.  I

would  congratulate  the  entire  team  who  are  behind  this  International

Conference  and  shall  convey  my  best  wishes  in  coordinating  i t  in  the

best  way  possible.

Dr. Vivek Khare                                  
Registrar



It  is  a  matter  of  honour  for  the  Faculty  of  Liberal  Arts  and  Humanities

of  Jagran  Lakecity  University  to  host  a  prestigious  International

Conference  on  'Governance  and  Policy  Reforms '  in  collaboration

with  the  Konrad  Adenauer  Stiftung.  This  Conference  organized  on  a

virtual  mode,  will  bring  together  scholars  and  practit ioners  from

across  the  country  to  discuss  crit ical  questions  of  governance  and

policy  reforms.  We  are  especially  privileged  to  have  participants

from  outside  India  who  have  submitted  papers  for  presentation.  The

Konrad  Adenauer  Stiftung  has  been  kind  enough  to  sponsor  the

participation  of  German  experts  in  the  Conference.  I  wish  the

Conference  all  success  and  hope  i t  will  be  the  foundation  for  many

more  collaborative  ventures  between  Jagran  Lakecity  University  and

Konrad  Adenuaer  Stiftung.

Dr. Shailaja Shastri,
Conference Chairperson



This  three  day  International  Conference  organised  by  Faculty  of

Liberal  Arts  and  Humanities  in  collaboration  with  Konrad  Adenauer

Stiftung(KAS)  on  the  theme  Governance  and  Policy  Reforms:  An  Indo -

Canadian  Perspective`  from  12  to  14  July  2021  is  a  great  opportunity

for  the  researchers  across  the  globe  to  bring  in  their  wonderful

thoughts  and  calibrate  on  the  this  contemporary  issue.  This

international  conference  is  a  collaborative  effort  of  the  faculties  and

the  young  policy  professionals  and  through  this  conference  the

practical  learning  of  seeing  the  deliberations  over  some  f ine

research  presentations  and  to  hear  the  luminaries  shall  surely  be  a

memorable  one  for  all .  I  would  extend  my  best  wishes  to  all  the

participants  and  various  speakers  across  all  the  sessions.

Dr. Deevanshu Shrivastava 
Conference Convenor
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15:40–16.15 pm

 

15:40-15:50 pm

 

15:50-16:00 pm   

 

 

16:00-16:10 pm

 

 

16:10-16:15 pm 

 

16:30–17:10 pm

 

 

17:10-17:20 pm

 

17:20-17:30 pm

 

 

 

17:30-17:35 pm

 

 

Day 1

12th

 July,

2021

Inaugural Event

Welcome to the Conference

Introductory Remarks by Mr. Peter Rimmele, Resident

Representative in India, Konrad Adenauer Stiftung

Inaugural Address by Mr. Hari Mohan Gupta, Honorable

Chancellor, Jagran Lakecity University, Bhopal.

Vote of Thanks

Address by Keynote Speaker - Dr. Sachin Chaturvedi,

Director General, RIS

Questions and Answers

Address by Chairperson Dr. Christian Wagner, Senior

Fellow, Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik, German

Institute for International and Security Affair

Vote of Thanks



     Day           TIMING                                             PROGRAMME                      

Minute to Minute Program Schedule

17:40–19.10 pm

 

 

 

 

 

 

17:40-17:45 pm

 

 

 

17:45-18:10 pm

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18:10-18:35 pm

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18:35-19:00 pm

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19:00- 19:10 pm 

 

19:11 - 19:15 pm

 

Day 1

12th 

July,

2021
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Chaired By: 
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Presentation
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Session 3

Chaired By: 

Dr. Vinay
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Presentation

by 

AryaNair, 

Paper Code:

ICPP07

Presentation

by 

Reetika 

Syal, 

Paper Code:
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Presentation

by 

Nagarjuna

Sadineni, 

Paper Code:

ICPP09

Parallel

Session 4

Chaired By:

Dr. Nilesh

Khare

Presentation

by 

Pradeep

Peiris, 

Paper Code:

ICPP10

Presentation

by 

Jyoti 

Mishra,

Paper Code:

ICPP11

Presentation

by 

Tarun Arora, 

Paper Code:

ICPP12

Parallel

Session 5

Chaired By:

Dr. Ruchi

Sharma

Presentation

by 

Biju 

Abraham, 

Paper Code:

ICPP13

Presentation

by 

Priya 

Sharma, 

Paper Code:

ICPP14

Presentation

by 

Ashsish

Sharma, 

Paper Code:

ICPP15

Concurrent Sessions of Day 1  (five parallel sessions) 

Introductions             

Remark by Chair

Vote of Thanks
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17:05-17:15 pm

 

 

 

17:15- 17:20 pm

 

Day 1

12th

 July,

2021

Introduction to Day 2 Theme

Introduction and Address by Keynote Speaker Dr Rupak

Chattopadhyay, President, Forum of Federations,

Ottawa

Questions and Answers

Address by Chairperson Dr Rajeshwari Deshpande,

Professor of Political Science, Savitribai Phule

University, Pune

Vote of thanks 
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Day 2

13th 
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2021
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Session 1

Chaired By: 

Dr. Ajay
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Presentation

by 

Anagh, 

Paper Code:

ICPP16

Presentation

by 

Reena 

Rajput, 

Paper Code:

ICPP17

Presentation

by 

Gayathri 

Devi M G, 

Paper Code:

ICPP18

Parallel

Session 2

Chaired By:

Dr. Anitha

Govindraj

Presentation

by 

Chitresh

Shrivastva, 

Paper Code:
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Presentation

by 

Anshul

Puriya, 

Paper Code:

ICPP20

Presentation

by 

Manisha M., 

Paper Code:

ICPP21

Parallel

Session 3

Chaired By:

Dr. Simi

Mehta

Presentation

by 

Ashima

Gupta, 

Paper Code:

ICPP22

Presentation

by 

Shashank

Shekhar

Pandey,

Paper Code:

ICPP23

Presentation

by 

Saloni

Khandelwal, 

Paper Code:

ICPP24

Parallel

Session 4

Chaired By:

Dr. Vivek

Khare

Presentation

by 

Sneha 

Tiwari,

Paper Code:

ICPP25

Presentation

by 

Smriti

Panjwani

Paper Code:

ICPP26

Presentation

by 

Apoorva

Dixit,

Paper Code:

ICPP27

Parallel

Session 5

Chaired By: 

Dr.Subhashi

ni Muthu-

krishnan

Presentation

by 

Chathurika

Kannangara

Paper Code:

ICPP28

Presentation

by 

Anshika

Makhijani, 

Paper Code:

ICPP29

Presentation

by

M.Mahfuzul

Haque, 

Paper Code:

ICPP30

Concurrent Sessions of Day 2  (five parallel sessions)

 

Introductions             

Remark by Chair

Vote of Thanks
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Day 1
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 July,

2021

Introduction to Day 3 Theme

Introduction and Address by Keynote Speaker "Dr Frank

Umback, Research Director of the European Custer for

Climate, Energy and Resource, Security (EUCERS),

University of Bonn"

Questions and Answers

Address by Chairperson Dr V. Vijay Kumar, Vice

Chancellor, National Law University, Bhopal

Vote of thanks
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Parallel Session 1

Chaired By: 

Dr. Mona Purohit

Presentation by

Sivaram

Sivasubramania

m, 

Paper Code:

ICPP31

Presentation by

Anju Lis Kurian, 

Paper Code:

ICPP32

Presentation by

Saurav Yadav, 

Paper Code:

ICPP33

Parallel Session 2

Chaired By: Prof.

Diwakar Shukla

Presentation by 

D Jeevan Kumar, 

Paper Code:

ICPP34

Presentation by

Mohan Das K, 

Paper Code:

ICPP35

Presentation by

Tanmay Agarwal., 

Paper Code:

ICPP36

Parallel Session 3

Chaired By: 

Dr. Sunil Nautiyal

Presentation by

Saurav Kumar, 

Paper Code:

ICPP37

Presentation by

Yash Tiwari, 

Paper Code:

ICPP38

Presentation by

Ram Yadav, 

Paper Code:

ICPP39

Minute to Minute Program Schedule

Day 2

13th 

July,

2021

Concurrent Sessions of Day 3  (five parallel sessions) 

Introductions             

Remark by Chair

Vote of Thanks

Note: The session shall take place on Zoom.
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‘Response Framework for Government of Madhya Pradesh to address the
Immediate and Prospective Challenges of Migrants Workers due to

COVID19 Lockdown’
 

ABSTRACT

The COVID-19 lockdown impacted the livelihood of more than 100 million of workers, especially
the daily wagers working in informal sectors like construction industries, shopkeeper, factory work,
hotels and dhabas, etc. Migrant workers are not an exception this as they form a substantial part of
workforce in Indian cities. With a hope to get the work, these workers moved from their respective
native places in search of livelihood— some of them moved on seasonal basis while others without
knowing their destination i.e., footloose migrant workers. The migration and its pattern are traceable
to the failure on the part of government to provide adequate means of livelihood and work
opportunities to these workers in their respective jurisdictions. The denial of constitutional
assurances to these workers have resulted into gargantuan inequalities. During the COVID-19
lockdown, with no way to feed their family or to pay the rent and with no travel mode available,
millions of workers decided to walk along road to return to their villages or native places. In this
working paper, the attempt was to identify the issues and challenges faced by the migrant workers
due to economic lockdown and develop an immediate and long-term measures for the Government
of Madhya Pradesh to address the challenges of migrant workers in the State to curb the outbreak of
COVID-19. 
As far as Madhya Pradesh is concerned it is a feeder state for other metropolitans and barring few
districts of the State, the migration of workers is basically confined to intra-district between rural to
urban and urban to urban migrations. The previous trend showed that the population migrated in
search of livelihood and better living conditions from regions like Bundelkhand and the districts
which are sharing borders with the other States like, Gujarat, Maharashtra, and Uttar Pradesh etc.
Basis the studies on existing labour regulations and policies, along with an analysis of the relief
measures provided by different states the effort suggests an “Response Framework for Migrants and
Informal Sector Workers”. This framework is to be further addressing the immediate, medium, and
long-term measures to address the challenges of migrant workers. The framework proposes urgent
actionable points on eight aspects related to migrant worker concerns and suggests intervention
strategies. The eight aspects of concerns are - i. Food and PDS for all ii. Relief Shelters for Stranded
and Rent for Workers and Migrants iii. Wages, Registration and Social Security for Migrant
Workers iv. Cash Transfers for Emergency Relief v. Training and Skilling for a post-COVID
workforce vi. Urban Livelihoods Restoration for post-COVID scenario vii. Awareness and Disaster
Preparedness for post-COVID Scenario viii. Legal Framework and related aspects. The policy
framework also suggests clear Detailed Action Plan that may be adopted in part or whole by the
Madhya Pradesh state government to address the issue of migrant workers in short and long term.



Title of the Paper: The overlooked home economics: Formalising the unheard voices through
SmWedNa Yojna: Smart Wages and Welfare Scheme for Domestic Helps in Madhya Pradesh
Authors:
Mausmi Hajela
Saloni Khandelwal

The overlooked home economics: Formalising the unheard voices
through SmWedNa Yojna: Smart Wages and Welfare Scheme for

Domestic Helps in Madhya Pradesh
 

ABSTRACT
 

The increasing rate of employment in the bourgeois class, there is a significant increase in the
number of domestic workers to provide support in household chores. Domestic help service has
now become an indispensable source of livelihood to a large population especially households
below poverty line in urban areas. These jobs have however never seen the bright of the sun and
have remained largely unrewarding, unrecognised, and unorganised. Domestic workers are often
employed in poor conditions, humiliated, exploited, and are forced to take up substandard jobs.
With a huge informal workforce and persistent gender-based occupation segregation, it goes
without saying that the COVID-19 pandemic has further intensified pre-existing inequalities,
exposing vulnerabilities across every sphere, from health to the economy, security to social
protection. There have been piecemeal incentives given to these workers both at Central and State
Level in the form of schemes, legislation, and welfare programs to support domestic helps.
However, there is a dire need to essentially create a comprehensive social security system for the
domestic helps. This paper proposes a holistic welfare scheme for the domestic helps in urban
areas in the State of Madhya Pradesh. The scheme proposed social security and benefits for
beneficiaries, but also ensures implementation through a robust IT framework which shall ensure
wage protection along with scheme benefits to all registered domestic helps in urban areas of
Madhya Pradesh. 

 
Keywords: Domestic workers, unheard voices, social security, smart wages, block chain
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Include the Excluded: Inclusive planning and policy interventions
for Transgender community in Madhya Pradesh

ABSTRACT
 

Transgender is something which the Indian societies relate to, like people who sinned to be born in
this form. They forget that they are a small yet extremely important part of our societies from time
immemorial. India’s transgender community has a long history as long as our civilization. Our
ancient scriptures have also mentioned in great detail their life and presence in society. However,
in this age of literacy and forward-thinking, we find them excluded and forced to beg on the streets
rather than have a dignified living. This study wishes to bring forth the aspirations of the excluded
transgender community into the mainstream for them to have a dignified way of living. This study
is based upon grounded theory analysis of interviews and group discussions, Stakeholder
consultation, and case study with transgender-identified people from different districts of Madhya
Pradesh. Participants held a variety of gender identities under the transgender rubric (e.g., cross-
dressed, trans-woman). Interviews explored the participants’ experiences in relating to their gender
identity. The significance of this paper is to give directions to the State government on how a
transgender person gets identity in society and what programs should be run by the government in
the form of policy so that transgender uplift their status, get respect from society and bring them
into the mainstream. This process was made possible by the accessibility of transgender narratives
of discrimination and now injecting hope to get a whole range of services necessary to rehabilitate
transgender persons. A view is to include transgender persons in the mainstream of society and
actualizing their potential in the State of Madhya Pradesh. 

Key Words- Transgender, Transgender Policy, TG, Community Members
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Engendering the Welfare State’s Policy and Governance: 
Women and Decision-making in State Legislatures in India

ABSTRACT
 

Parliament is the theatre of Indian democracy and the stage of policy formulation, but given the
limitations of electoral democracy it is questionable as to what extent do these institutions in India,
like the Parliament, National and State, include all its citizens or adequately represent its diversity
(Rai and Spary, 2019; Jayal, 2013) This paper seeks to address the gaps in social science literature
on State Parliaments as the sites of gendered representation in India. State Legislative Assemblies
in India continue to be institutions where gender inequality is reproduced, as the number of women
who are able to get elected to them remains abysmally low. The manner in which this fulcrum of
power at the state level continues to keep most women out by making it a majorly male playing
arena only goes onto flout the central premise on which it was created- to be a democratic place
for representation. By refusing to allow more women to enter its corridors of power is it
reinforcing and replicating the political norm of gender inequality already existing in society in
politics? Are parliaments, the symbols of democracy and representativeness, becoming sites which
are perpetrating and recreating gender inequality? How can this gross under-representation be
justified and how does gender inequality continue to run through it? Can Parliamentary institutions
any longer claim to be engendered sites for policy and governance? Can we peg institutions thus to
be the honest sites for representation for issues like gender equality? To what extent does this
persistent underrepresentation of women in Parliament undermine and relocate the broader
argument for democratic politics? A host of such questions will be sought to be addressed with the
help of primary data like interviews conducted with women legislators in the state of Karnataka,
and other secondary materials gathered.

References: Jayal, Niraja Gopal (2013) Citizenship and its Discontents: An Indian History,
Cambridge & London: Harvard University Press, and New Delhi: Permanent Black.
Rai, Shirin M. and Carole Spary (2019)Performing Representation: Women Members in the Indian
Parliament, New Delhi: Oxford University Press.
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Contextualising competitive populism and Governance in Odisha

ABSTRACT

Odisha politics has always been a puzzle for political observers. Since 1952 general elections, it
has offered interesting questions to be examined by political scientists. The rise of Biju Janata Dal
since 2000 is one such phenomenon which has surprised many political scientists. Except left
parties in West Bengal and Tripura, no other political party has enjoyed power for such a long
time. What makes people vote for BJD? Do they vote for Party or its leader Naveen Pattnaik? Why
Naveen Pattnaik is so popular in people’s imaginations. Is he more popular because of the popular
schemes of his government? If his schemes are popular, then what kind of populism do they
adopt? This paper makes a modest attempt to explain some of these questions. It makes an attempt
to understand the idea of competitive populism in the context of Odisha and how the leadership of
Naveen Pattnaik is well structured within that populism structure. The paper is divided into three
parts. Part I explains patronage democracy and competitive populism in India. It also explains how
competitive populism in Odisha is different from the national trend. The paper argues that
competitive populism in Odisha since 2000 has been based on three key principles. 
1)     It treats state as a charitable institution
2)     Projecting Naveen Pattnaik as the only mass leader at the cost of marginalising sub-regional
political figures
3)     Odisha has become an administrative state
Part II makes an attempt to understand the broad arguments for explaining the competitive
populism in Odisha and how it seriously compromises Odisha’s attempt to present itself as one of
the developed states in India. (Reecent Niti Ayoga Report suggests that). If one looks at the
employment generation capacity of the state, or distressed migration in the state, one will be able
to assess the true situation. Instead of providing long term solutions and providing access to
productive resources, the state has engaged in populist measures which has massive electoral
gains, but at the cost of the development of the state. Part III explains the governance structure in
Odisha and how it successfully manages most of the challenges of the process of democratic
governance. The paper argues that bureaucratisation of state has actually helped the Government
to maintain discipline within the political structure. 
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Comparative study on impact of certain parameters on "Welfare
state policies and governance of countries located in the indo-

pacific." 

ABSTRACT 

Over the last two decades, the power dynamic at the global level has started to center itself around
the developing nations and the Indo-Pacific region is at it’s center. The ancient civilizations were
quick enough to identify the immense potential held within the expanse of this region and the post
colonial era is just re-justifying it’s importance. This region is known for it’s cultural, ethic,
geographical and religious diversity and is also endowed with abundant natural and man made
resources. It was because this tropical region is laden with jewels that it has managed to attract the
greed of many, resulting in multiple periods of destruction and reconstruction. It was in line of this
that several measures were adopted to ensure well being of citizens as well as make governance of
states more efficient, people oriented and cost effective. Various parameters can be used to check
the impact of policies devised to ensure good governance and welfare state. This research draws
upon existing researches and uses secondary data to analyze the extent of impact these measures
have had on societies of Indo-pacific nations and makes comparison between them on the basis of
their progress and limitations regarding the same. We will also attempt to devise feasible measures
to amend existing measures while simultaneously searching for new, better ones, which could be
applied universally in nations across the region. 

 
Keywords: Welfare Policies, (good) governance, happiness, lifestyle, self actualization,

literacy, Sustainability, Social Welfare
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Executive bypass of legislative process: usage of ordinance from
2003 to the present

 
ABSTRACT

The laws made under Ordinance are not enacted by the Parliament, the executive get the power of
law making. It is important to analyse how this work in a country like India which follows
democratic republic with a parliamentary system of government. The three branches of government
-the Legislature, Executive and Judiciary were having their own specific functions with law
making, law application and law adjudication. The executive branch headed by the President, who
is the Head of State and exercises his or her power directly or through officers subordinate to him.
The Legislative branch or the Parliament consists ofthe upper house, the RajyaSabha and the lower
house, the LokSabha, as well as the president. The Judicial branch has the Supreme Court at its
apex, High Courts, and several civil, criminal and family courts at the district level. India follows
both the concepts of Separation of power and Checks and balance. And in this case it is important
to analyse whether this Ordinance – Article 123 of the Indian Constitution dilutes the power of
legislature and how it affects the democratic principle of the country. Even this can be misused by
the ruling party for its own benefit.

Keywords: Checks and balance, Separation of power 
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Exploring ‘Spaces’ for Collaboration between Civil Society and the
Indian State

 

ABSTRACT
 

The 17th sustainable development goal speaks about enhancing partnerships and collaborations
among different institutions to attain the other 16 goals. The present paper views collaborations
between civil society organisations (CSOs) and the state. Existing research has illustrated that
theworking and presence of civil society in general and CSOs in particular, is governed by the
state. In recent years, many states have restricted the space for civil society to carry out their work
and fulfil their roles, especially related to advocacy (CIVICUS, 2020: Hossain et al, 2018).
However, it has also been found that the CSOs continue to exist, and device innovative ways and
approaches to navigate through the restrictions and expectations of the state (Syal et al, 2020). In
light of citizen engagement and citizen voice on policy, John Gaventa (2009) explores ‘spaces’,
‘forms’ and ‘levels’ of power which the citizens explore to make their voice heard for policy
advocacy, and to make a policy impact. Gaventa explains that these ‘spaces’ can be viewed as the
opportunities and channels where citizens act to potentially affect the policies, and decisions.
Taking examples of Indian CSOs and their relationship / partnership with the state, the paper
explores the ‘invited spaces’ and ‘invented spaces’ concept of Gaventa, and showcases how CSOs
working at the grassroot level invent spaces for interaction and partnership with the government,
which ultimately may lead to invited spaces with the government, to make an impact on policy,
and perhaps to enhance governance. 

 
Key Words: Civil Society, Governance, Partnerships
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Relevance of Ancient Indian concepts of “Dharma and
Yogakshema”tocurrent IT Industry Leaders

 

ABSTRACT
 

This paper covers the relevance of Ancient Indian concepts of Dharma and Yogakshema to current
IT industry leaders. (Dharma - the eternal and inherent nature of reality, regarded as a cosmic law
underlying right behaviour and social order, Yogakshema- welfare)
In the current day scenario, business leaders are going through multiple challenges of
Globalization, unprecedented industrial growth, talent shortage, capital market/stake holders’
demands, faster technology changes. There is interesting element of welfare of all and the
righteousness which is catching up big time through multiple means like sustainable growth,
satisfying stake holders customers, employees and society at large. Ancient Indian wisdom tells us
the need of Dharma, Yogakshema from Bhagavadgita and Kautilya’s Raja dharma to Corporate
Governance which is the buzz word in today’s world.
In addition to Dharma/Yogakshema, Paper coversAncient Indian conceptsof
“Vasudhaivakutumbakam” (the world is one family) and sarvejanahsukhinobhavantu (may every
one by happy), relevance of these to today’s corporate leaders. 

Keywords: Dharma, Yogakshema, Ancient Indian Wisdom
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Pandemic Governance and Democratic Governance in Sri Lanka:
Adeepening deficit 

 
ABSTRACT

 
This paper attempts to examine the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on democratic governance in
Sri Lanka. Covid-19 poses an extraordinary challenge to democracies across the world as states
have given priority to maintaining public health and the economy. This mentality tends to privilege
centralized decision-making supplemented by-professional input as the panacea to the challenges
of the emergency situation. The Gotabaya government too has placed strong faith in the rule of
experts – military and professional classes – though admittedly not just in this context, but
wellbefore the pandemic. This is a clear departure from the system of politicized governance that
has been in practice for many decades in Sri Lanka. Since the 1970s, the country’s bureaucracy has
been subordinated to political authority and made into a tool in the patronage based political
culture- the main channel through which Sri Lanka’s welfare benefits were distributed. 

Therefore, this paper aims to inquire into the following matters; a) the manner in which existing
governance mechanisms have been affected by the pandemic response strategies of the Gotabaya
regime, b) the effectiveness of the new governance structures introduced by the current regimein
managing the pandemic, and c) the way these mechanisms have impacted the prevailing politics of
governance. In order to address the above questions, this paper analyses a rich volume of data from
multiple sources – survey findings, interviews with officials and politicians, government gazettes
and various media reports. The analysis attempts to argue that the centralization of governance and
over-reliance on the military and professional classes have served a specific political agenda more
than the Covid situation. 

Key words: Governance, pandemic, accountability, democracy
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Does effective governance reward the incumbents? Evidence from
State Assembly elections in India

 

ABSTRACT
 

Numerous studies in the past show that the work done by the incumbent governments help the
party get re-elected. However, most of these studies focus on national elections and do not look at
the assessment of service delivery and effective governance at the state level. To fill this gap, this
paper analyzes the relationship between effective governance and performance of the incumbent
party in the states. The results support the view that effective governance helps the incumbent
increase its vote share but not necessarily be re-elected due to the political fragmentation and
fluctuation in the party system. However, on controlling for other factors like effective numbers of
parties in the states, presence of the same ruling parties at both the state and the Centre and
proximity of state elections to the national elections, effective governance seems to be positively
related to both the incumbents increased votes share and re-election, but the above variables have a
stronger impact than that of effective governance. This is to say that though other political factors
do emerge stronger but if the government fails on governance, then the vote share of the
incumbents could go down further implying that it is one of the many factors that help the party in
power increase its chances of being re-elected.
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Innovative methodology for sampling and categorization of
households in urban India

ABSTRACT
 

Conventional sampling methodologies for citizens/households in urban research in India are
constrained due to the lack of readily available, reliable sampling frames. Voter lists, for example,
are riddled with errors and as such are unable to provide a robust sampling frame from which a
truly representative sample can be drawn. The Janaagraha-Brown citizenship Index project, which
is one of the biggest urban governance projects in the country, the consortium (Janaagraha, India
and Brown University, USA) has conceptualized a unique research design that provides a template
on how to identify, categorize, and sample households (and citizens within) in a city in a
representative and meaningful way. The methodology was designed to enable systematic data
collection from citizens and households on aspects of citizenship, infrastructure, and service
delivery across different demographic sections of society. 
The paper describes how, 1). Geo-spatial tools such as QGIS and Google Earth were used to create
base maps aligning to the established polling part unit. 2) The resulting maps were used to create
household listings, 3) How housing type categorizations were created (based on the
structure/amenities etc.) and comprised part of the household listing process, 4) How the listings
were used for sampling and to create population weights where necessary and 5) How spatial tools
and local knowledge were used to identify weaker socio-economic households for top-up samples
for this demographic.

This paper will describe these methodological innovations in the context of the project while
highlighting advantages and challenges in application to urban research in India more generally.

Key words: Sampling, Urban, Methodology, Governance
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An empirical study of governance and social sector performance in
Global South Countries. 

ABSTRACT
 

Governance of a country has implication on their social sector performance.   Resources – physical
and human-- can be viewed as the key element to bring abouteconomic growth which further
translate to economic development. Good governance helps the county in efficient utilisation of its
physical and human resources and to ensure higher socio-economic welfare of the people. 
Global south countries are abundant with  resources, which can contribute the development of their
primary, secondary and tertiary sector and thus living standards and welfare of the people.
However, due to poor institutional design, they are endemic to poor governance and high
corruption. In this context we examine the current state of governance and social sector
performance in a few global south countries.We employ world bank framework to access the
governance of the countries and use UNDP-HDI and Transparency Internal database. To measure
the level of governanceinstitutional variables such as transparency, accountability and corruption
will be considered.Macroeconomic variables such as GDP growth, economy size and  rate of
inflationshall be used. Static panel data model will be used to analyse the data.
Good governance are the outcome of strong and appropriateinstitutions. Institutions are ‘rules of
the game’ (North, 1990), determines the ‘norms’ and ‘rules’ that govern the utilisation of resources
in a country. Poor institutions lead to misallocation/ under utilisaiton of resourcesand breed
corruption, unemployment and poverty. 
The paper will provide insight to answer the question of why governance matter for socio-
economic welfare of the people.Further it aims to answer how does governance affect the
economic growth and development of a country. 

Key words: Good governance , institutions, Performance, Social Sector, global south
JEL classification : 0 17 , E 14

13



Title of Paper: Reboot of State Road Transport: Social welfare and governance
Author: Priya Sharma

 
Reboot of State Road Transport: Social welfare and governance 

 
ABSTRACT

 
A social welfare state is a state which works in the field of providing maximum facilities to the
public residing in a state with the main aim of doing the Welfare of the people without taking into
account the profit aspects. Talking about the state like Madhya Pradesh which does not play a fair
role in doing the welfare of its citizens and also been lack behind running the administration of the
state properly; which is best seen with the example of shutting down the Madhya Pradesh State
Road Transport Corporation in order to give maximum benefits to the politicians with aim of
Earning profits. In the year 1962 the establishment of Madhya Pradesh Road Transport
Corporation has taken place with the aim of giving transport facility to its citizens and also
providing a sense of security to the people utilising the state road transport but due to thelack of
strong leadership and weak governance system slowly and gradually the cooperation started losing
its identity because the political leaders have started interfering in the administration of the
concerned Corporation with had given a rise of conflict between the generalist and specialist result
of it was Corporation was started bearing heavy losses and finally in 2006 January Madhya
Pradesh government had taken up decision toclose down the State Road Transport Corporation of
Madhya Pradesh with this decision had not only given birth to unemployment because the
employees who are working had lost their jobs but also lack of people security as well as paying
off high fares to private bus operators. As per the time span now people are realising that the state
road transportation Corporation should be rebooted again with a strong sense of governmental
policies that will going to do the Welfare of the society as well as doing the Welfare of the
government with the least role of political leader’s participation.

Key Words: Profit, Security, Corporation, Political Leaders.
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Drought, financial relief and economic growth: An analysis of
Bundelkhand region, Madhya Pradesh

 
ABSTRACT

 

The Bundelkhand region of Madhya Pradesh has been economically distressed from decades due to
inadequate rainfall induced droughts. Agriculture sector contributes significantly to the regions’
economic growth.Therefore, agricultural and aggregate economic growth is highly sensitive to
rainfall deficiency in the absence of adequate irrigation facilities.Notably, all the six districts in the
region are deficient in the development indicators in the state and the country, making them further
vulnerable to droughts. The present study analyzes the impact of drought and post-drought
financial reliefdisbursed by the state on the agricultural and economic growth of the region. The
studyestimates the economic impact for 2005-2012 employing the panel regression analysis. The
result shows that drought lowers the agricultural and the aggregate growth rate by -8.46 and -3.77
percent respectively than no drought condition. The post-drought financial relief also exerts a
significant negative impact on agricultural growth rate. The funds were spent towards the relief
oriented works rather than the long-term mitigation measures, causing such negative implications.
Further,a brief review of the drought management policyindicates lacunas like non-coordination
between governments, misplaced priorities, changing cropping patterns, corruption and
administrative negligence of the region.These findings may be useful to the state government and
the policy-makers in designing the appropriate drought management strategies for the region.

Keywords: Drought, Financial relief, Agricultural growth, Economic growth, Mitigation
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Self Help Group and Gender Equality – A case study on the
empowered marginalised gender in Kerala

 
ABSTRACT

 

Empowerment in the context of women’s development is a way of defining, challenging and
overcoming barriers in a woman’s life through which she increases her ability to shape her life and
environment. It is an active, multidimensional process, which should enable women to realize their
full identity and power in all spheres of life. India envisions a future in which Indian women are
independent and self-reliant. It is unfortunate that because of centuries of inertia, ignorance and
conservatism, the actual and potential role of women in the society has been ignored, preventing
them from making their rightful contribution to social progress. It is also because of distorted
and/or partial information about their contribution to family and society that they are denied their
rightful status and access to developmental resources and services contributing to their
marginalization. Studies have shown that rural women help in producing upto 80 per cent of food
in developing countries, yet they are entitled to only a fraction of farm land, and access to just 10
per cent of credit and five percent of extension advice (Agrawal, 2003). Women must be
empowered by enhancing their awareness, knowledge; skills and technology use efficiency,
thereby, facilitating overall development of the society. The concept of Self Help Groups (SHGs)
is proving to be a helpful instrument for the women empowerment. SHG is an organization of rural
poor, particularly of women that deliver micro credit to undertake the entrepreneurial activity.
Entrepreneurship development and income generating activities are a feasible solution for
empowering women. It generates income and also provides flexible working hours according to the
needs of homemakers. Economic independence is the need of the hour. Participation in income
generating activities helps in the overall empowerment of women. Thus to investigate the
empowerment of women through entrepreneurial activities of self help groups, this particular
research was conducted with the specific objective to investigate the empowerment.

Key words: Empowerment; Entrepreneur; Self-help groups  
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Impact of State Policy for Women Working in Unorganized Sector
 

ABSTRACT
 

Today women from all the strata have entered the work force. This change is due to various
reasons which the women felt, including but not limited to financial pressure , demand of the
family, to follow a trend or to enhance their current quality of life. The statistics reflect that more
number of women are working in the unorganized sector. As women often under estimate their
potential or are unaware about the policies granted by the government thereby she faces lots of
unfavourable working conditions like low wages, unhealthy working environment, long hours of
working, harassment from the employer etc. This paper intends to reflect on the plight of women
working in unorganised sector and how the awareness can be created towards them and the policy
makers about the issues they are facing. In order to achieve this, a sample of 120 women from
diverse backgrounds, working in unorganized sector were interviewed and their narratives were
recorded in written form. Thereafter, qualitative techniques were employed for their analysis.
Although the state government of Madhya Pradesh has launched a number of policies for women
working in unorganized sector, but the findings revealed that the respondents working in the
unorganized sector did not know much about the various schemes and policies aimed for their
development. This work also then goes on to suggest means and ways to deter mis-implementation
of the schemes and policies as well as the pertinent shortcomings of the current ones in action. The
final aspiration was to create wellbeing for her, so that the women can maintain healthy work life
balance and can feel a sense of achievement in her life, irrespective of her sector of work.
 

Key Words: State Policy, Unorganized Sector
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Restructuring  financial assistance mechanism as a way of fostering
gender reassignment and social rehabilitation of transgender

community in Kerala 
 

ABSTRACT
 

INTRODUCTION
Transgenders, the marginalized group, are isolated both socially and economically. They are
educationally deprived and face severe unemployment. The thesis examines the existing schemes
which provide financial assistance to transgenders for earning a livelihood, for gender
reassignment and for social rehabilitation. Kerala being the first state to formulate transgender
policies which envisages ending social stigma towards sexual minority group, the study confines to
Kerala state. The study examines financial upliftment as a means against the trauma, agony and
social stigma prevailing inside the community framework. The study analyses the need for
financial security of the members in the transgender community, especially of those whose mind
and body disown their biological sex. Transgender persons face social discrimination and seclusion
in all walks of life including household, school, work and public accommodation. There is a need
for several key initiatives for inclusivity of transgender community. Even though this people are
slowly making their presence felt across several sectors for most of them finding employment still
continues to be a struggle. Hence the ultimate goal of the thesis is to give special privilege to such
target population, so that they can be socially rehabilitated.

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
The study is themed at identifying means for modifying or redefining the existing financial
assistance mechanism as a way to support gender reassignment and social rehabilitation of
transgender community in Kerala. The study examines the financial vulnerability of target
population and how gender reassignment can be made possible with available financial assistances. 

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
Transgenders being ostracized strives for equal opportunities and rights through social change.
This change can only be achieved in full when all important related factors jump together.
Financial security and financial assistance being the significant factor have greater role in
enrichment of transgender community. Gender reassignment is looked upon as a source of great
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To assess the financial assistance mechanism as a way of boosting economic competitiveness
of transgender community.
To study the factors contributing to social exclusion of target population.
To analyze financial constraints that impedes the community in gender reassignment and in
after the surgery period.
To identify whether reassignment has brought any significant impact on social rehabilitation of
transgender community.
To identify the prospects that motivates the transgender community for gender reassignment.
To find out financial resources for gender reassignment and social rehabilitation purpose.

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

RESEARCH DESIGN

The study is descriptive in nature. The major purpose of descriptive research is to describe the state
of affairs as it exists at present.

DATA COLLECTION METHODS

PRIMARY DATA

For understanding the study, a structured questionnaire can be prepared, covering different issues
relating to the social and economic background of transgender, motivating factors for gender
reassignment, financial problems faced by the community and the like. It includes data collected by
interview, observation, etc.

SECONDARY DATA

The study uses information collected by other research institutes, social justice departments, etc. in
addition, another source of data was through reference to the library, review of different articles,
and relevant previous studies.

POPULATION AND SAMPLE DESIGN

Population of study consists of transgenders in Kerala. The type of population under study is finite
and real. The sample elements can be selected using stratified sampling techniques. Adequate
samples (of around 200) should be analyzed to reach an unbiased conclusion. The samples can be
collected by segmenting the transgender community on the basis of relevant criteria.
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DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION

The data can be analyzed using various statistical and mathematical tools like percentage, weighted
average and chi-square methods. Here data can be presented either in the form of a table,
barchartm line graph, pie diagram, column chart or also a combination of one of their formats.

AREA OF STUDY

The area comprises of whole Kerala state especially places where transgender community struggle
in receiving their financial emoluments.

21



Title of the Paper: Modernising India’s Railway: The Opportunities and Challenges of Private
Train Operations in India
Author: Chitresh Shrivastva

Modernising India’s Railway: The Opportunities and Challenges of
Private Train Operations in India

 

ABSTRACT
 

The railways in India have witnessed a massive transition post-2014 with the government
emphasising completing the railway modernisation projects such as the High-Speed Rail Corridor,
Dedicated Freight Corridor and Public-Private Participation in train operation to create a
competitive environment and expand the scope of amenities provided to the passengers through
induction of private players and high-speed train services. The proposal for private train operations
has been in discussion since the recommendation of the Rakesh Mohan Committee constituted
during the financial crisis of 2001 with the committee recommending for the privatisation of train
operations and distinguish between policymaking and train operations. The proposal however did
not materialise until 2019 when the government went ahead with the Debroy Committee
recommendation of 2014 to promote a competitive railway operation with 5 per cent of trains being
operated by the private players. The idea though has attracted the attention of the private players
related to manufacturing and non-core sectors, has also invited criticisms from the former railway
bureaucrats, and unions who fear the loss of autonomy and job security. In the recent, the railways
have also witnessed the withdrawal of private players from the project citing differences between
the timeline set by the government and the expectations of the private players. The following paper
aims to examine the opportunities and challenges of private train operations in India using primary
and secondary sources of data which includes interviews, working papers, books, reports from the
ministry and case studies of countries such as the United Kingdom, Japan and America.

 
Keywords: India, Indian Railways, Opportunities, Challenges, Private Trains
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Modifying the Fire Safety Regulations in India
 

ABSTRACT
 

Fire, either caused by humans or nature, poses a hazard to people, properties, and the environment
resulting in significant life and economic losses. Fire in any kind of occupancy can cause harm to
its occupants and damage to the property. In India, fire and related incidences cause almost 25,000
fatalities every year. On average, around 21 males and 42 females die each day because of such fire
and similar causes and thereby, the concept of fire prevention and safety is an area of concern for
the Indian scenario. The Government of India has taken several measures since the independence
to tackle various issues related to fire safety, but the states find it difficult to implement them
owing to various situational and contextual factors. The article aims to analyse the present fire
regulations in India at the national and state level. Various fire acts and regulations of different
states in India are studied and reviewed. Then the article highlights the observed inadequacies and
presents solutions to respond to them. The article presents policy level solutions in the fire safety
regime, which can be adopted in future fire regulations by the authorities. The study is a part of
work to prepare the draft Fire Emergency, Prevention and Safety Act of Madhya Pradesh, India.

Keywords:  Fire safety; Fire Prevention; Fire regulation; Fire Act
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Entrepreneurship in the Age of Pandemic & Digital Media: A Study
of Urban Middle Class Women Home Based Entrepreneurs 

 

ABSTRACT
 

As the pandemic continues to affect lives and livelihoods around the world, its impact is being
disproportionately felt. It has exacerbated gender inequalities more than ever. According to the
Global Gender Gap Report 2021 in women’s labour force participation rate fell from 24.8% to
22.3%. In addition, the share of women in professional and technical roles declined further to
29.2%. The share of women in senior and managerial positions also remains low. 
A number of studies have shown that the Covid-19 pandemic has, and will have a disproportionate
impact on women, who have lost jobs, had to take on much more of the extra childcare burden
when were schools closed, have faced difficulties in accessing medical facilities in times of
pregnancy and for neo natal care, were on the receiving end of greater sexual harassment. But there
in the midst of the pandemic new spaces in digital and internet media have given middle class
women greater access to the market place, more autonomy in decision making, opening pathways
to new entrepreneurship.
In the light of this, the present papers propose to look into how the pandemic induced uncertainties
and lockdown has created new opportunities for urban middle class women’s in urban
neighborhoods. The paper is based on survey of 500 women in the cities of Mumbai and Kolkata
on use of social media for Entrepreneurship. It also draws on the experiences of home-based
entrepreneurs. The paper explores the long-term prospects of such entrepreneurship and its social
fallout.
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Urban Policies and Urban Villages in Post-Colonial India
 

ABSTRACT
 

Indian cities have undergone drastic changes in their demographic composition, economic
activities and landscape in the post- liberalization era, as they have attracted high foreign
investment. As the population is dispersing outside, the pressure on land is increasing in the fringe
and inclusion and planning of these areas within the city is becoming essential.
While expanding, a number of villages are engulfed by the city. the agricultural land of the farmers
is taken away but the residential areas known as ‘abadi deh’ remain in place. These areas are then
called ‘urban villages’. However, they are also a result of planning new cities.
Studying urban villages is of immense importance as analysing them provides important insights
towards the nature of urbanization in developing countries and also these are the areas that are
witnessing central transitions and governance challenges. 
Using a qualitative methodology and doing a textual analysis of the five-year plans, urban policies
and master plans, this paper tries to map out the discourses on urbanization in India. It is divided
into two sections: the first argues that the discourse till the 1980s in five-year plans has revolved
around building new cities for resettling refugees, building small towns, ensuring in-situ
development of slums, recognizing the problems of urban poor etc. The plans after 1980s, focus on
ensuring infrastructural development in big cities. Except Rajiv Awas Yojana, no other urban
policy mentions the problems of urban villages.
The second part looks into case studies of newly planned cities and concludes that the master plans
till 1990s, put the urban villages under different building bye laws. Post 1990s, master plans have
integrated these areas within itself but recognized their importance as sites which would provide
cheap accommodation or where project affected people can be provided land. 

Keywords: Urban villages, Urban policies, Master plans
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National Health Policy: A Critical Analysis in Light of Covid
Pandemic in India 

 

ABSTRACT
 

Covid-19 (SARS-CoV-2) has showed us the loopholes in Indian health care regime. The pandemic
has so far exploited the vulnerabilities and has put Indian Government and their policies under the
limelight. High rates of positivity and deaths are example of how Indian healthcare system
collapsed during the peaks of the first and second wave leading to nation wide lockdowns and
other drastic measures. This is not an isolated or unique event wherein India has faced an epidemic
of such nature. Historically, India has witnessed multiple epidemics viz. Cholera, Plague, Flu and
Smallpox. The ongoing pandemic is an evidence of the fact that we have not learnt from our past
experiences. National Health Policy, 2017 talks about disaster but not from an epidemic or
pandemic perspective. The only legislation that exists i.e., Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897 has been
there since colonial times and same hasn’t been updated or amended to match the needs of the
hour. In addition to this clashing mandates of the governments at central and state level under
Disaster Management Act, 2005 has led to a lot of chaos and confusion while causing delay to the
whole process of providing relief. This paper aims to critically analyze the National Health Policy
in light of the aforementioned circumstances. This paper will also delve into exploring the
necessity of revision of the laws and policies in order to bring them at par with global best
practices of Good Governance to improve accountability and transparency amongst other factors
while addressing the ancillary issues arising out of new telemedicine policy. 

 
 Keywords: Covid-19, Disaster Management Act,2005, Epidemic Diseases Act,1897, National

Health Policy, 2017, Telemedicine, Vulnerabilities, 
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Empowering Resident Welfare Associations (RWAs) to Deepen
Decentralized Governance in Urban Areas: Need for A Policy

Intervention
 

ABSTRACT
 

In the three prime necessities of life, housing is one. In Indian economic planning, housing was
considered as part of social welfare along with education and health care. Since the early 2000s,
Indian cities have seen the growth of Resident Welfare Associations (RWAs), a voluntary civic
association representing the interests of the residents of a specific urban neighbourhood. This paper
describes the process and key aspects of policy proposed by AIGGPA for the Resident Welfare
Associations to integrate them as an extended arm of the city government and suggest the measures
to enable RWAs to participate in the grassroots level governance in the given framework of the
Constitution. The study has employed both the doctrinaire and non-doctrinaire methods. As to the
doctrinaire method, the researchers have referred and reviewed the primary and secondary
literature related to RWAs, i.e., judgments of the Supreme Court, High Courts, National Green
Tribunal, and the State Information Commissioner; and the existing statutes, rules, and regulations
related to the RWAs. The policy prepared by AIGGPA seeks to strengthen RWA in Madhya
Pradesh. The policy streamlines and brings uniformity in registering RWAs, their rules, bye-laws,
and regulations, and in their management. The proposed policy also suggests a formal redressal
mechanism in cases of external and internal disputes. The RWA policy is a step in fostering the
growth of the planned neighbourhood and liveable cities.

Keywords: Resident Welfare Associations, decentralization, governance, constitution,
democracy, associational governance
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National Education Policy 2020: A critical and comparative analysis 
 

ABSTRACT
 

Education is a necessary human virtue, a social necessity, and a sign of freedom. In the
contemporary world, education interlinked with the profession is the main source of generating
income. The education sector in India has evolved dramatically as per the changing times.
Historically, India undoubtedly had the most pre-eminent education system institutionalized in the
form of gurukuls. The gurukuls aimed to provide holistic learning to the students. The
modernization of the education sector in India changed the Indian approach to education. In 2020,
we saw a significant shift in India’s approach to education with the reformation of the National
Education Policy, 1986. The introduction of the National Education Policy of 2020 is believed to
bring in the desired change in the education sector. The main aim of the policy is to free students
from administrative tyranny. It aims to provide the skill sets necessary to stronghold the global
standing of Indian students. In the light of the affirm mentioned facts and circumstances, the paper
provides for a critical and comparative analysis of NEP 2020. And introduce possible suggestion
and improvements 

Key Words: National Education Policy 2020, Holistic learning, Modern Education,
Education, Policy, Gurukul. 
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An Extended hand

 

ABSTRACT
 

Direct Benefit Transfers (DBT)—paying subsidies straight into the bank accounts of beneficiaries
—is seen as one of the most promising pathways to enhance the efficiency of subsidy programs,
and the government has been introducing DBTs in the nearly across 316 schemes across 51
ministries under the Indian government. The Aadhaar Card is the cornerstone of the DBT. Aadhaar
is the first on-scale Digital ID service of the world, which is formless and paperless. The Aadhaar
Card is based on biometrics and takes into account the fingerprints and iris of an individual. 
This programme enables India to leapfrog generations of sub-optimal system and migrate direct1y
to a cutting-edge system. The end-to-end transparency offered by the system is helpful in doing
away with the corruption from the society and taking India one step further in the process of its
socio-economic development.
With the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic and the imposition of lockdown and social
distancing norms, DBT emerged as a boon in providing succour and relief to millions of citizens
whose livelihood was impacted. As the crisis loomed large, a lockdown was imposed by the
Government for 21 days. The Public Financial Management System (PFMS) team took up the
challenge during this adversity of facilitating smooth functioning of the financial machinery of the
Govt. of

India. PFMS recorded one of the highest number of transactions in a single day of 2.19 crore
transactions largely driven by DBT payments. Cash amounts were transferred using the digital
payments technology vehicle, Public Financial Management System (PFMS) under Central
Schemes (CS) and Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS). Between March 24 and April 17, the DBT
payments under all the central sector/centrally sponsored schemes through PFMS amounted to Rs
27,442.08 crore in the accounts of 11.42 crore beneficiaries through schemes like PM-KISAN,
Mahatma Gandhi National Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS), National Social
Assistance Program (NSAP), Prime Minister’s Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY), National Rural  
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Livelihood Mission (NRLM), National Health Mission (NHM), scholarship schemes of various
ministries through the National Scholarship Portal (NSP). In addition, states like UP, Bihar,
Madhya Pradesh, Tripura, Maharashtra, Jammu & Kashmir, Andhra Pradesh also leveraged on the
DBT platform of PFMS.
Through this research, the researcher aims to examines whether the real advantage of DBT scheme
has been delivered. The methodology adopted is doctrinal in nature analysing the government data
and the stats for the wider utility and reaching to a broad conclusion. The research is under process
and the researcher shall try to complete the same shortly.

Keywords: Direct Benefit Transfer, beneficiary, COVID.
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Expanding the role of Mediation in Environmental Disputes: Indian
Perspective

 

ABSTRACT
 

Mediation is a process of negotiation leading to resolving a dispute through agreement of parties
with assistance of a neutral third party, without involvement of a judge. It is associated with
coining pragmatic solutions by avoiding conflicts and thereby preventing disputes to see the face of
courts.
Environmental disputes are those disputes which involve the natural resources such as air, water,
organisms and other environmental parameters. The environmental disputes increasingly featuring
as a factor of disagreements between parties whether it is government or private enterprises – and
indeed, the number of available forums in which these disputes can be heard is itself escalating. 

For conservation of environmental assets, it is imperative to think beyond making laws, often,
which stand unfair to at least one or more parties involved. Certain environmental disputes do not
agree upon mediated resolutions, yet, mediation as a mechanism of alternative dispute resolution
can aid parties to access the appropriate solutions at a greater pace, saving an enormous amount of
time and treasure. It can also be uplifted to a digital platform, especially to subside the heavy case
load and achieve solution even in unforeseen circumstances such as the pandemic.
Effectiveness of mediation as an alternative approach to settlement of disputes is also gaining a
favour from many senior members of the Supreme Court and the High Courts.
Thus, mediation can be considered as an economically effective tool in solving environmental
disputes in an inclusive manner of disbursement of justice.

This paper discusses the application of the mediation at state level & national level and also
suggests that the efforts should be made to maximize the use of mediation to resolve environmental
issues.

Keywords: Environment, Mediation
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Every cloud has a silver lining: Short-term psychological effects of
Covid-19 on British university students

 

ABSTRACT
 

The Covid-19 pandemic has had a massive impact across the globe throughout 2020 and continues
to do so. University students constitute an at-risk group. This study looked at 1,281 UK university
students, recruited through the Prolific website. Participants were asked to complete the Attitudes
towards Covid-19 Scale, the CORE-10, the PERMA Profiler, the GAD-7 and the Office for
National Statistics wellbeing questions (ONS4). The first survey was conducted between May 14th
and 16th, when the UK was in national lockdown. The second survey was carried out between June
26th and July 15th. There was only an 11% attrition rate between the two time points. Well-being
improved overall between the two time points which could, in part, be explained by the decrease in
fears and anxieties about Covid-19, along with feelings of loneliness over six weeks. Some
findings were contradictory as overall well-being, anxiety and levels of flourishing improved, but
reports of psychological distress increased. It is also important to note that levels of positivity
about the pandemic increased as time went on. There was evidence that higher levels of positivity
were linked to better mental health outcomes. Encouraging a positive mindset and outlook in
students, probably through positive psychology-based interventions, might act as a protective
factor against severe mental illness. The wider relevance for these findings and practical
implications for higher education are discussed in the context of demand for policy reforms and
strategies to implement in order to support university students during and after the pandemic. 
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Policy impact of Literature on Society
 

ABSTRACT
 

Literature means somewhat that is written for stimulating and rousing the mind. It accounts the
opinions and spirits of great minds. We live in a society, where relations and interrelations between
men, who are the part of the society already. We are inquisitive to hear about our fellow men who
live in society, their thoughts and about the happenings in their lives, their choices. Hence, if we
have the influence of language to express the feelings, we are well on the way to generating
literature. If literature expresses social considerations, naturally it is bound to exercise some
optimistic influence on our mind and attitude. Society reacts to literature in a living way. An
inspiring poem creates general influence on society. It rouses our feelings and enthusiasm for
welfare. 
The study will aim how contemporary political messages are portrayed and interpreted via the
written word. 

Key Words: relations, interrelations, mind, attitude, influence
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Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) and the Road to Sustainable
peace, justice: Perspectives on Bangladesh 

 

ABSTRACT
 

Can Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) contribute to a long way towards building sustainable
peace, justice and strong institutions? What challenges impede the process of alternative dispute
resolution in Bangladesh? ADR involves practices and procedures to facilitate the resolution of
conflicts or legal disputes outside the arena of court. This paper maps the advancement of legal
framework and capacity building of institutions in Bangladesh for building sustainable peace,
justice and strong institutions which is mandated by Sustainable Development Goals 16. The gains
from ADR (ADR)as an instrument of conflict resolution and reducing transaction costs and time
has been widely evidenced and acknowledged. However, with the ever-increasing number of
formal court cases, and in absence of required number of judges, the usual outcome of formal
proceedings of courts is marked by long delays, backlogs and economic losses on the part of  the
contesting parties. From business perspectives, the disposal of claims and enforcement of contracts
through formal courts usually take long period for example 1442 days  compared to OECD rich
countries to 589.6 days according to Doing Business Report of World Bank 2020. It is also
observed that that enforcement and arbitration of complex and technical contracts can be better
resolved by ADR than formal courts. Delays in enforcement of contract, may shy away investor
confidence, and shift the burden to the consumers. This paper attempts to map the practices of
ADR in different jurisdictions and identify the challenges in achieving the SDGs 16 in Bangladesh.

Key Word: Alternative Dispute Resolution, Salish, Doing Business Report
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India’s Pursuit of Excellence: UN SDG 9.5 on Scientific Research and
Innovation – Key Takeaways from Ancient Indian Scriptures

ABSTRACT 

United Nation’s Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 9.5 focuses on enhancing scientific
research, capabilities. This goal has a specific target to substantially increase the number of
research and development workers per 1 million people and is one of the two indicators (9.5.2).
This goal, target, and indicator all connect to SDG 4 on Inclusive and Equitable Quality Education.
Consequently, both SDG 9.5 and 4 have a link to National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. With
such significance of shaping India’s progress on scientific research and innovation in the third
millennium, this paper attempts to put forward strategies to pursue excellence using key takeaways
from select ancient Indian scriptures. Unlike the general approach of viewing the holy texts with a
religious prism, authors, through this work, explore for thought leadership to synthesize analytical
imports that can augment SDG 9.5. Moreover, if new perspectives from indigenous knowledge
culture can supplement our endeavors, the Indian research community will benefit. Remarkably,
scriptures present many inputs that can contribute to realizing the objectives of SDG 9.5. This
paper highlights how the structure of holy texts, the holistic foundation they forward, the
importance of inquisitiveness, and guidelines on ethical practices are helpful. Interestingly,
scriptures also have an intrinsic alignment with contemporary notions such as transformative
learning, Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs on self-actualization, and nurturing seven mindsets. Thus,
authors assert that such a direction in reinterpretative indagations of scriptures can be pioneering
and help us transcend the boundaries of ideologies.

Keywords: SDG 9.5, ancient Indian scriptures, pursuit of excellence, scientific research
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Environmental Governance And Climate Refugees In Indo-Pacific: A
Stumbling Block Towards Sustainable Development Goals

ABSTRACT 

The Indo-Pacific Region constitutes the ‘maritime underbelly’ of Asia which is one of the fastest
growing regions of the world with a cornucopia of opportunities and the region has gained
increasing prevalence in the geopolitical/strategic discourses. The Indo-Pacific region is witnessing
massive climate change cataclysms which pave the way for unidentified class of people termed
climate refugee as the region is most disaster-prone globally. However, Indo-Pacific region pay
little attention to this problem owing to the recent political stagnation of global environment
governance cooperation. Considering the potential threats of climate refugees in the region and
international security, the governance of climate refugees which is together with political,
economic, social and environmental problems is not only the individual obligation for receiving
states but also a common responsibility. Without practical environmental governance architecture,
the Indo-Pacific region is likely to miss its 2030 ambitions unless efforts are geared to craft
resilience against disaster and adopt and implement a common disaster risk reduction strategy. In
near future, the climate refugees in the region will sabotage its journey towards Sustainable
Development Goals which affects every aspect of life in the region.

Keywords: Indo-Pacific Region, Sustainable Development Goals, Environmental
Governance, Climate Refugees 
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"Environmental Governance and Policies for Achieving Sustainable
Development Goals in India with Reference to Human Health"

ABSTRACT 

For the sustainable development of the environment, the policy of government proves to be
effective because without rules, the work cannot be implemented effectively.
In this context, the suggestions and decisions given to deal with the diseases arising from the
degradation of the environment will prove to be effective in dealing with the situation because
history had witness that this kind of pandemic has come before and will continue to come in the
present and future as a result sustainable development is the only way to deal with them. The given
suggestions prove to be effective, but to implement these suggestions it needs to be strictly
followed, if the government makes its own policy, then it’s necessary to implement those policy on
ground level then there will be a cooperation in doing this work and mission towards sustainable
development of environment. In recent past there has been various measures taken in order to
tackle this issue of human health at national as well as international level one of the best examples
is SDG (Sustainable development goals) in which SDG 3 particularly based on ensuring healthy
lives and promote well-being for all at all ages in which the various awareness campaign has been
held globally but still it not get properly channelize in the daily life of an individual. So, in order to
implement these things, it is necessary for an individual to understand of doing various activities
which will keep them physically and mentally healthy during these times like pandemic.

Keywords: SDG, Environmental Policy, Human Health, Pandemic. 
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Foreign Policy of India in the Indo-Pacific Region - The Changing
Dynamics

 

ABSTRACT
 

 This article focuses on the issues on India’s foreign policy, which examines the rise of India as one
of the major powers in the South Asia, which actively distributes its geostrategic power and its
influence on the regional interests in the South East Asia. India’s strategic interests and its
implementation is concerned with its National interests and its efforts to become a significant
rising power in order to confer its attention to the security issues in order to protect and achieve the  
peace, economic prosperity and cooperation. The article stresses on the influence of the realists
theories through qualitative methods in explaining the strategies in realizing the look east policy in
an effort to achieve the National interests, and also to look for the expansionist and strategies
resources. The basic strategies for any country to be implemented in the international relations are
the balancing and buck passing which are the significant strategies until now.
However, the act of Balancing is carried on in the form of supervising which can be done through
internal balancing and external balancing. The act of implementation of the internal balancing is
done by strengthening the military power and also developing the economy. While the nature of
external balancing is an act performed outside the borders of the country, which may be in the form
of regional co-operation and regional integration, however the buck passing is the main alternative
for balancing, in this process the state avoids the war by getting secured by other countries. India’s
balancing strategies and its implementations are through the means of aggressiveness and India’s
strategy makes the South East Asian Countries a potential regions to be a strategic partner in the
defence and economic fields, and by making the ASEAN a complete and effective buffer Zone of
the various great power interests. 

Keywords: Indian foreign Policy, Asia - Pacific, Maritime, ASEAN, SAARC.
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LOCALIZING THE U.N. SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS: Role
of Panchayat Raj Institutions

 
ABSTRACT

 
There are 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) with 169 targets. With the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development providing an opportunity for Sustainable Development, the utility of
using the SDGs as a framework for local level development, is enormous.Panchayat Raj
Institutions (PRIs) have a crucial role to play in achieving the SDG goals and targets. These are
universal goals with enormous local implications and intervention possibilities. The achievement
of the SDGs depends on the ability of State and Local Governments to promote integrated,
inclusive and sustainable territorial development. Given the geographical expanse and the socio-
cultural, demographic and economic diversity of India, localizingSDGs is of paramount
importance. 

The purpose of developing the Gram Panchayat Development Plan (GPDP) is to provide the
Panchayats an opportunity to define and own the development plans themselves. The location of
the SDGs within the GPDP can provide Gram Panchayats (GPs) with a vision for development that
is in tune with global and national priorities, providing the local thrust that is required for the SDGs
to become a reality. In order to do so, it is important that theState level policy frameworks are
appropriately modified to reflect this endeavor. The SDGs must become central to GPDP
objectives, with GPs using local approaches to achieve them. It is important to set GP-level targets
with measurable indicators that will have vertical and horizontal linkages, convergence
possibilities, resource mobilization potential and feasible action by the GPs. 

Key Words: Sustainable Development Goals; Panchayati Raj Institutions; Localizing
Sustainable Development Goals; Gram Panchayats; Gram Panchayat Development Plan.
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ABSTRACT

 
In the 21st century, now more than ever humanity requires the governance and policies for
achieving Target 2030 for sustainable development in all dimensions. The authors aim to analyse
the impact of the sustainable development goals and to review as to how far all the member nations
have come across in achieving the Target 2030 and also suggest better governance and policies for
implementation of the same in individual states. In the globalised world of interconnected nations,
managing the cross border environmental threats, like air pollution and biodiversity loss, requires a
call for a global action but implementation at the local level, i.e state and within. 
The research refers to sources like the Sustainable governance Indicators, the Global SDG
Indicators Database and other official sources. The research also focuses on the United Nations
Environment Program’s action plan, commitments to achieve the environmental goals by various
means. UNEP seeks to strengthen the national laws, governance and policies by focusing on the
individual member states’ legislative, political and judicial systems. Their expertise in
environmental policy and law would help the states to further develop institutions and enhance
ability to effectively participate in international negotiations. assesses varied environmental
conditions and latest trends at the global, regional as well as national levels to strengthen the
institutions for wise environmental management for achieving Target 2030 for sustainable
development in all dimensions. 
 

Keywords: Sustainable development, Target 2030, UNEP, Environmental policies
framework, good governance, SDG Indicators
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Using Sustainable Development as Soft Power: the case of India’s
sustainable development policy

ABSTRACT
 

Joseph Nye introduced the idea of soft power in International Relations. It is the ability to influence
the behaviour of other states by using soft or non-coercive instruments. According to Nye, these
instruments are culture, political values, and foreign policy. The lynchpins of India’s soft power in
the 20th century were its policy of non-alignment, anti-colonialism, and peaceful co-existence.
However, with the dawn of the 21st century, India has become an emerging soft power through its
culture, particularly in the Indo-pacific and also through its vast Diaspora. More importantly, India
has adapted to the emerging global issues, like environmental governance, in line with its
aspirations to be a global leader. Ever since the institution of the Sustainable Development Goals
by the United Nations, India has shown a growing willingness to make commitments in the field. It
has played an active role in global climate change forums and has supported many global
initiatives through domestic policies. Various authors have hailed India’s role as the leader of the
developing world in climate change negotiations at the UN, which essentially represents its soft
power. This paper evaluates India’s sustainable development initiatives at the domestic as well as
international level. These would include its domestic initiatives in food security, health, education,
social equality, and the environment. At the international level, India’s role in global negotiations
on these sustainable development issues would be analysed in connection with its soft power
potential. This paper argues that, on the one hand, India utilises its existing soft power credentials
to influence the global sustainable development negotiations, and on the other, it utilises the soft
power of sustainable development as a foreign policy strategy to expand its global influence.

Keywords: soft power, India’s foreign policy, sustainable development, climate change
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ABSTRACT

 
Governing our planet’s rich and diverse natural resources is an increasingly complex challenge. In
our globalised world of interconnected nations, economies and people, managing environmental
threats, particularly those that cross political borders such as air pollution and biodiversity loss,
will require new global, regional, national and local responses involving a wide range of
stakeholders. Though with the help of advancement in science and technology, man is in the
position of modifying the environment by creating artificial changes but that is to a very limited
extent. India's environmental resources are limited. Further these resources are being exploited by
unprecedented growth of population and unplanned economic development. The environmental
resources are the foremost and mandatory requirement for sustainable development. These
resources are depleted by environmental pollution and deterioration. India has enacted more than
200 laws for protecting the environment with significant provisions in the constitution. 
Effective environmental governance at all levels is critical for finding solutions to these challenges.
Environmental Governance comprises of the rules, practices, policies and institutions that shape
how humans interact with the environment. Good environmental governance takes into account the
role of all actors that impact the environment. From governments to NGOs, the private sector and
civil society, cooperation is critical to achieve effective governance that can help us move towards
a more sustainable future. In this paper an attempt is made to systematically analyze the initiatives
taken by the government of India in the broader framework in maintaining sustainable
development. This paper will provide greater insight into the efforts done by Government of India
for the citizens of the country, NGOs, institutes, regulatory agencies, polluting sources as well as
general public.

Keywords: Environmental Governance, Sustainable development, Biodiversity, sustainable
development Goals.

 

43



Title of the Paper: Natural Farming as a Response to Climate Change challenges in Agriculture:
Analysing the Communicative Practices of the Farming Communities of India
Authors:
Ram Awtar Yadav
Dr. Jayant Panda 
Ambris Tripathy

Natural Farming as a Response to Climate Change challenges in
Agriculture: Analysing the Communicative Practices of the Farming

Communities of India
 

ABSTRACT
 

Even as there are co-existing discourses about climate change being real and abstract, the changing
weather patterns, untimely rainfall, depleting water bodies, and their impact on people’s health and
livelihoods is there for everyone to see. There are lakhs of people in different regions of India who
are facing the consequences of unpredictable monsoon and increased frequencies of extreme hot
and cold days, droughts, floods and hailstorms. 
Although the government establishes several institutions to study and communicate about the
different aspects of climate change in India, the message does not seem to reach people in effective
ways. Thus, the necessity is for communicating the causes and consequences of the climate change
phenomenon through approaches that engage those affected and incorporate their categorical
concerns.
The farming communities in India are among those directly affected by the changing weather
patterns and the other vagaries of nature arguably perpetuated by climate change. Hence, there has
been an increase in the number of farmers looking for ways to combat the challenges posed by
climate change. A community of farmers in the parched Bundelkhand region of Uttar Pradesh &
Madhya Pradesh provinces and tribal dominated districts of Odisha have shifted to natural farming
practices and adopted climate-resilient agriculture to cope with the challenges posed by climate
change on the one hand, and to contribute towards mitigating it on the other. Using the theoretical
lens of climate change communication, this paper examines the means and methods being
embraced by these farmers to advocate and promote the natural farming practices among other
farmers in their region and their engagement with other stakeholders like government and local
administration for bringing about this shift.

Keywords: Climate change, communication, agriculture, natural farming, water etc.   
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